
Page 6, Section B, 2004 Hunting Guide The Eagle Lake Headlight — Thursday, October 28, 2004 

Clifton Tyler's Club.. 

The oldest goose hunting club in Eagle Lake 
Preparing for waterfowl hunt- 

ing season each year goes far be- 
yond leasing land and hiring 
guides for Clifton Tyler. "One of 
the most often asked questions is 
why hunters can't hunt the natu- 
ral ponds that form on the prairie," 
Tyler commented. 

The answer may surprise you... 
"Because there aren't any," he 
said. They hamper farming opera- 
tions, so in working land farmers 
cut drainage slopes so the natural 
prairie formations will not hold 
water. 

Each year, Tyler and his crew 
rework those natural pond areas so 
they will hold water, at least for 
the season. Once drainage lines are 
closed, hunting operations depend 
on rain to fill them. If not, Tyler 
said he would even go to the ex- 
pense of having water pumped in. 
All in all, 20 to 30 ponds are cre- 

ated each year. 
Even after the ponds are cov- 

ered with birds, hunters aren't al- 
lowed to stalk their prey at the 
water's edge. Tyler stated the 
ponds are for attracting the birds 
into certain field areas and to hold 
them there. Without water, the 
birds would fly on to other areas. 

Tyler and his guides know 
where that water is and put hunt- 
ers into an area a field or two away. 
This placement enhances the 
morning's hunt and explains the 
reason hunters need to be in the 
fields well before shooting time. 
They want to make sure all is 
ready when the birds come off the 
water. 

Clifton has a long history of 
working with visiting hunting 
groups and has been one of the top 
duck and goose guides in this area 
for more than 30 years. 

He has put that experience into 
his own duck and goose hunting 
club known as the Clifton Tyler 
Goose Hunting Club. It has thou- 
sands of acres of top rice land scat- 
tered across the Eagle Lake and 
Garwood prairies. 

The rice prairies of Eagle Lake 
and Garwood are the winter home 
for the largest concentration of 
wild geese in the world. 

"Run and Shoot" provides 
some of the best hunts of the year. 
All hunters enjoyed the action 
very much. 

"I was surprised by the num- 
ber of successful decoying hunts. 
It had always been thought that by 
Feb. geese are too smart to decoy. 
This simply is not correct," Tyler 
said. "With proper conditions, we 
have enjoyed some outstanding 
decoying shoots. I believe that the 
main factor is a lack of hunting 

Taco * Onion Rings * Stuffed Jalapenos * Philly Cheese Steak * Corn Dog * 
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Welcome Hunters! 
Eagle Lake - The 
Goose Hunting 
Capital of the 
World . 

JTSAuWl  Since 1953 
W\JW    [    Famous for 

.Thick & Juicy Burgers & 
Blue Bell Ice Cream Malts 
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pressure during that time of the 
year. The geese are calm and in- 
clined to maintain their anticipated 
flight patterns." 

The Tyler Hunting Club will 
again offer the "Run and Shoot" 
which is for snow geese only. This 
will take place during late Jan. and 
Feb. when there's not much pres- 
sure in the fields, allowing the 
hunters and guides greater mobil- 
ity. It is also meant to be a fun time 
for everyone involved. 

The price is $135 per man 
which will allow those thinking 
about hunting geese, but not sure 
if that's what they would like to 
do, to take part in the experience 
without incurring a large expense. 

Tyler's Club can accommodate 
up to 60 hunters with a four-per- 
party minimum. 

A guide will be provided for 
each hunt from legal shooting time 
until noon only. Decoys, white 
spreads and parkas are furnished. 
Every guide has his own trained 
retrievers. Tyler, who has lived in 
this area all his life, has experienc- 
ed guides available for the hunter. 

For reservations, you may 
contact Ida or Clifton Tyler at 979- 
732-6502 (Columbus); write to 
103 Mesquite, Columbus, Texas 
78934. Or you may visit their web 
site at http://www.texasgoose 
hunt.com. 

MIGRATORY 
BIRD 

REPORT 
The following migratory bird 

hunting report was prepared for 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife De- 
partment by Bink Grimes. 

Panhandle: The region re- 
ceived heavy rainfall last week 
that recharged playa lakes. Lakes 
near Lubbock, Dumas, Spearman, 
Etter and Gruver are full of water 
and should sustain waterfowl as 
they begin to arrive. Sandhill 
cranes are showing in force around 
Spearman. Most lakes have a va- 
riety of ducks including mallards, 
pintails, teal, wigeons, gadwalls 
and a few wood ducks. Deeper 
lakes are holding divers. A few 
Canada geese are beginning to ar- 
rive. The Western Zone goose sea- 
son runs Oct. 30-Feb. 1 .The High 
Plains Mallard Management Unit 
duck season runs Oct. 30-Jan. 25. 

Northeast and Central 
Texas: Recent rains have helped 
habitat conditions as ducks begin 
to arrive. Backwater sloughs and 
creeks with acorns and seeds now 
have water and floating forage. 
This week's forecasted warm 
weather will do nothing to help 
spur the migration. Next week's 
full moon coupled with a cold 
front should push new birds to 
Texas. The North Zone duck sea- 
son runs Nov. 6-28 and Dec. 11- 
Jan. 30. Dove hunting remains 
steady near San Antonio, Uvalde, 
Hondo,      Brownwood      and 

Crinkle Fries Sandwiches Great Meal-Size Salads 
* Tater Tots * Deli Turkey Grilled Chicken Romaine 
Onion Rings Deli Roast Beef * Spicy Beef Romaine* 

* Curly Fries * Deli Ham Crispy Chicken Romaine 
Side Salad Philly Steak 

Philly Chicken 
Taco Salad * Chef Salad 

Kids Meals Fish Fillet Tacos * FritoPie * Burrito 
Flavored Drinks Grilled Chicken * Nachos Supreme * Chili * 
Coke * Pepsi Chkn Fried Steak *************** ********** ******* ******************** *********** 

Dr. Pepper Grilled Ham & Ch Fish * Shrimp * Steak Strips 
Lemonade BLT * Club Tried Chicken * Hot Wings* 

Pictured above is a Natural Habitat Scene by Bobby Wied of B & 
S Taxidermy. Stop by his shop on Main Street to see more of his 
wonderful work. 

Headlight Photo by Cathy Fearing 
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OPEN LATE EVERY NIGHT 
Mon-Thur 10AM-9PM * Fri-Sat-Sun10AM-10PM 

Call Ahead & Drive Thru Pick-Up 
234-7128    810 E Main (90A) 

*Chef Salad*Banana SplifOnion RingTish Bun*Curly Fries*Chili* 

Come See Us This 
Goose Season... 

SCHINDLER 
LPG, INC. 

Propane Gas 
Bottle Filling Station 

Hwy. 90A East Eagle Lake 

234-3314 
Jim & Cindy Klopsteck, Owners 


